enhance our awareness of human health problems caused by environmental mutagens and carcinogens, to update our achievements in the field, to foster international cooperation, and to establish future directions in this area of research.
The Prague conference was organized into six symposia, five forums, six poster sessions, and three workshop presentations. A total of 220 scientists from 30 countries attended the 6-day conference. The scientific program was organized specifically to meet the objectives of the conference. Several papers were presented to highlight human health problems that can be caused by exposure to different types of environmental mutagens such as food mutagens, industrial pollutants, pollutants from urban air, and radiation and radioactive contaminants. The mechanisms for induction of cancer from such exposure were presented. The involvement of abnormal p53 gene expression, as well as the importance of DNA repair, were elegantly presented. From the understanding of these mechanisms, biomarkers were developed to identify effects from excessive exposure to mutagens. These markers were classified as biomarkers of exposure and biomarkers of effect. DNA and protein adducts and DNA strand breaks generally fit into the first category while gene mutations and chromosome aberrations fit into the latter one. Papers were presented using the state-of-the-art fluorescence in situ hybridization assay (FISH) for detection of chromosome translocations in somatic and germ cells. These biomarkers, when used appropriately with good personal exposure measurement in standard and molecular epidemiologic studies, can provide reliable indications for health effects. Several papers were presented to emphasize the importance of identifying individuals who are predisposed to develop mutageninduced health problems. Individuals can be genotyped for inheritance of altered cytochrome P450, N-acetyl-transferase, and glutathione S-transferase genes. Good correlations among predisposed genotypes, activation of specific environmental mutagens, and development of cancers were observed. The scientific community was also informed that populations which have poor diet or have parasitic infections may also be predisposed to develop mutageninduced health effects. In addition to considering cancer as the adverse outcome, developmental and genetic consequences were also discussed during the conference. Ostrosky-Wegman and Gonsebatt (1) pointed out that because the environment is a global entity, different countries should consider environmental equality; therefore, exporting hazardous products or dumping hazardous waste in other countries should be avoided. The importance of managing and using experimental data was also emphasized. Finally, one presentation was dedicated to the ethical issues that should be considered when population studies are conducted for identification of health effects and of high-risk individuals (2) .
Ample opportunity was provided for sharing of knowledge and for discussions and interactions. Several criteria can be used to illustrate that the conference successfully met the stated objectives. All the sessions were well attended and constructive discussions were engaged. Numerous letters and evaluation forms were received, indicating that participation in the confer- 
